
Standard: SS5H3 The student will describe how life changed in America at the turn of the century. d. Describe the reasons people 
emigrated to the United States, from where they emigrated, and where they settled. 

 

Immigration Project - Narrative 

Task: The ultimate goal for this project is for you to create your own narrative from the point of view of an 
immigrant who has come and settled in America in the early 1900’s. In order to understand why a person would leave 
their homeland and travel long distances to a far away place, you have to research the causes of why immigrants 
came to America. Therefore, before you begin writing the narrative, you must use different resources to fill out the 
graphic organizer. You must turn in your graphic organizer with your narrative!  

After you have completed the graphic organizer, use the ideas and themes that you wrote down to create 
an engaging, interesting, and well thought-out narrative about an immigrant coming to America.   

Please make sure you answer all of these questions in some way in your narrative. Your story must be realistic and educational 
for the readers of your work!  

* Where did your character come from? 

* What are two causes for why your character traveled and immigrated to the United States? 

* What kind of problems did your character have on the journey to the United States and once he or she got to 
the United States? 

* Where did your character settle in the United States? 

* What kind of job did your character get once he or she arrived in the United States? 

 Your narrative should be extremely well thought-out, proofread, not copied from a book, and well presented in a neat 
way that shows me that you take pride in your work.  Look at the rubric to see how you will be graded! 

Great Resources:  

Social Studies Text Book 

Scholastic Online - http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/index.htm 

PBS - http://www.pbs.org/destinationamerica/ 

Immigration Website - http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/introduction.html 

Ellis Island - http://www.ellisisland.org/ 

Type in Google: “Immigration 1900’s” 
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Graphic Organizer: 

1. Where did most immigrants that came to the U.S. come from in the early 1900s? 

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                 
 

2. What are two major causes on why people came to the U.S. in the early 1900s? 
 

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                 
 

3. Where was the first stop in the U.S. for most immigrants in the early 1900s? 

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                      __________________________       

4. Where did a lot of immigrants live once they came to the United States?  

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                   __________________________          

5. What kind of jobs did immigrants get once they came to the United States? 

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                
                                                        __________________________     
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